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FROM THE CDR
Dear Family & Friends of Alpha Company 1-121st FA BN,

Greetings from Kuwait.  I hope this newsletter finds you 
all safe and well.  We truly hope you all are enjoying a safe 
and festive holiday seasons back home.

I’d first like to say hi to the families of, and welcome to our 
three new replacement soldiers from Maine:  SPC Nicholas 
Theriault, PFC Jeff Atwood, and PFC Eric Gray.  These 
are three fine young soldiers who have hit the ground 
running and are fitting in just fine and doing very well.

It’s been another busy, busy month with the Axemen of 
Alpha Company.  We continue to remain vigilant and 
steadfast in the conduct and execution of our missions, while 
maintaining our skills through local training, taking in as 
much local culture as possible, while making improvements 
to our surroundings.

One project that was recently completed for all to see that
the “AXEMEN” of Alpha Company are here was the unveiling 
of the Company Sign.  Big KUDOs goes out to all the 
Axemen involved in the construction and installation of this 
magnificent structure.  It is truly the envy of the camp.  All 
who pass by are impressed with the uniqueness, 
craftsmanship, and artwork that went into this project.

Alpha Company “AXEMEN” Sign.  Special thanks to 
SFC Richard Deutch, SFC Cory Smethurst, SFC Joel 
Chaffee, SSG David Schalles, SSG Timothy Wadley, 
and SPC Bobby Aleman.

From left to right: SSG Timothy Wadley, 1LT John 
Gates, SFC Richard Deutch.

In addition to the improvements the Axemen have 
been making around the Camp area, we’ve been busy 
sharpening our marksmanship skills while conducting our 
individual weapons qualifications and crew-served 
familiarization firing at our local ranges.  This is not an 
easy task to accomplish while continuing to conduct all 
the missions assigned to the company throughout the 
month, but the soldiers have been doing an outstanding 
job executing the tasks they’ve been assigned.

1-121st FA Battalion Commander LTC Scott Rice (left) 
and Executive Officer MAJ Brian Wolhaupter (right) 
“cutting it up” at the Sign Unveiling Ceremony.
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The herders were gracious enough to let several of the 
soldiers sit and ride their camels.  Now there’s an 
opportunity many of the soldiers thought would never 
happen and will now have to cherish for the rest of their 
lives.

Range Safety SFC Richard Deutch oversees M-4 
weapons qualification.

SSG Richard Jerrell up close with several albino 
camels.  Much different animals than the horses he’s 
used to taking care of.

SPC Michael Albert fires the M249 Saw during a 
recent weapons qualification range.

Every now and then, challenges pose themselves that 
can actually turn into opportunities.  During a recent day 
at a weapons qualification range, a local camel herder’s 
herd of camels wondered in front of the qualification range 
causing the range to go into a Safety Stand Down until 
the herd could be maneuvered to a safe location.  After 
the range continued once the camels were in a safe area, 
several soldiers gathered to chat with the herders. SGT Michael Alcosiba sits atop his first camel.
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This month I had the opportunity to go on out on a 
multi-day escort mission with a squad from our 
Headquarters Platoon.  I was truly impressed and inspired 
by the competence and professionalism displayed by not 
only the Alpha Company soldiers, but also the soldiers of 
the 594th Transportation Battalion whom our soldiers 
escorted.  I can’t wait for my next opportunity to go out 
with the troops..

From left to right:  SSG Abraham Smith, SGT Bryan 
Sulanke, and SSG Gary Jandreau discuss escort 
details prior to movement.

Members of Axemen HQs Platoon:  Front (l. to r.) SGT 
Roberto Caceresvalencia and SPC Dustin Pelletier. 
Back (l. to r.) SGT Bryan Sulanke, SPC Russell Perry, 
SSG Gary Jandreau, SPC Christopher Corrente, SPC 
Darwin Phillips, and SSG Abraham Smith.

Soldiers from Alpha Company and the 594th

Transportation Battalion pose for a group photo prior 
to departing on a mission.

Axemen HQs Platoon Gunner, SPC Darwin Phillips, 
performing PMCS on his crew-served weapons.
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While out on the mission, we had the fortunate opportunity 
on one of the days to visit and tour the Sumerian Ziggurat at 
Ur, an ancient monument that was constructed for the moon 
god Nanna and completed in the 21st Century B.C. by King 
Shulgi.  An awe inspiring site, it was a humbling experience to 
visit .

The sun begins to set looking up at CPT Kent 
Cousins on the steps of the Sumerian Ziggurat at Ur.

And finally, on behalf of all my “troops”, I liked to say hi to 
all of our adoptive troops of the Girl Scouts of the Kennebec 
Council – Troop #1520 from Mexico, Maine.  Special thanks to 
Patricia Kenney of the MEANG 101st Family Program and 
parent volunteer Janet Hall for their efforts in helping the girls 
with their “Troop to Troop” Campaign.

Thanks to the troop members: Ellie Hall, Abbey Pinkham, 
Shannon Laugauskas, Stephanie Cushman, Kelsie
Blanchard, Kristin Arsenault, Brooke Young, Leah Perry
and Taylor Smart; and also Troop Leaders Janine Young, 
Tracy Pinkham, and Michelle Cushman.  We thank you for 
the cards and pictures.  You’ll be hearing from my Troops 
soon!!!

The Sumerian Ziggurat at Ur.

As always, to all our family and friends, we say thanks.  
We love and miss you all.  Keep the letters and packages 
coming 

Until we chat again.

v/r

CPT Kent A. Cousins
Commander
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 6”

Looking down into one of the tombs 
under the royal palace. Go Black Bears!!!!
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From The “Top”

Hello from Alpha Company!

I thought I’d take a moment, if I haven’t before, to tell you 
how proud I am of the Soldiers from Maine, Nevada and 
Arizona.  They’re a good bunch of high spirited and 
sometimes stubborn Soldiers who do their jobs to the best of 
their abilities, and that makes my job a lot easier.

In the month since our last newsletter we’ve had two 
promotions – SGT Scott C. Sjoberg of Veavie, ME was 
promoted to Staff Sergeant, and SPC John Randall, a 
cavalryman from Tucson, AZ, was promoted to Sergeant.  
They’ve both done a good job by us since we were mobilized 
and we know that they’ll do an even better job for us in the 
months remaining.

The battalion held the NCO and Soldier of the Quarter 
Board two weeks ago.  The NCOs of Alpha Company were 
represented by SSG Justin Harris, a cavalryman from Las 
Vegas, NV.  The enlisted Soldiers of Alpha Company were 
represented by SPC Aaron Whittier, a Maine carpenter from 
Poland, ME.  Unfortunately neither one won the battalion 
board, but that’s okay.  They’re both winners to us.

As for reenlistments/extensions, Alpha Company is 
leading the way!  In other words, we’re leaving the other 
companies in our dust.

Last month the battalion was mentioned in the Middle 
East edition of the Stars & Stripes, that famous military 
newspaper that was first published for Union troops during 
the Civil War (bet you didn’t know that!).  The first article was 
about the mission of the battalion and the role of Camp 
Navistar.  The second article was about Soldier good luck 
charms.  SPC Glenn Ondayog, a Nevada cavalryman from 
Las Vegas, NV, was photographed holding up his good luck 
charm – a small coconut shell decorated like an ancient 
Hawaiian warrior helmet.  {You can read the article online at 

5

http://www.estripes.com/article.asp?section=104&article=397
}.

In both articles Stars and Stripes sort of forgot to 
mention, other than in passing, that there are almost 200 
Maine, Nevada, and Arizona Soldiers serving with the 
Wisconsin Field Artillery Battalion.  But that’s okay.  We 
know.

And that’s about it for this issue.

Thanks for everything, and we’ll see you in just a little 
under nine months!

1SG Paul M. Eubank
First Sergeant
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 7”

Jennifer H. Svan / S&S 
Spc. Glenn Ondayog, 46, uses his coconut 
warrior head for good luck prior to security 
escort convoy missions into Iraq. Ondayog, 
from Oahu, Hawaii, is a gunner 
with Company A, 1st Battalion, 121st Field 
Artillery at Camp Navistar, Kuwait.

39&archive=true
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Hello from the Axemen of HQ Platoon in Northern Kuwait!

Okay boys and girls, do you know what time of year it is?

YESSSSS…maybe it’s true that Navistar was built on top 
of an old Sumerian burial ground.  Sometimes late at night 
when the air is chillier weeks before it should be and ghostly 
clouds skitter across the sky when there shouldn’t be clouds 
yet, and the full moon peeks over the ancient horizon with a 
misty dark red glow until it hovers over the tents of Alpha 
Company, you can feel the hair rise on the back of your 
neck.  And you feel like something’s watching you.

You look over the back of your shoulder and see rows of 
tents hidden in shadows and dust clouds swirling in slow 
motion above the tents.  You swallow uneasily and your 
mouth is dry as you look closer at the silent tents.  AND 
THEN you see a pair of glimmering eyes from the 
primordial shadows within shadows staring at you…!!!

People say that if you look close enough there’s a kernel 
of truth to every story.  So, yes, it’s true the air has been 
chillier long before it should be, and there are clouds long 
before there should be.  Beyond that, we can neither 
confirm nor deny anything else…

Halloween decorations are starting to pop up here and 
there around the camp.  No one’s talked about going from 
tent to tent announcing “trick or treat”, but stranger things 
have been known to happen.  By the way, there is a 
Halloween piñata sitting in the office.  We’ll hang it from the 
roof of our front porch and after the morning staff meeting 
on Halloween we’re going to let the most frustrated NCO or 
officer take a swing at it first.

Speaking of frustration, the flies are getting worse.  
These Kuwaiti flies are worse than stalkers. They’ll follow 
you if you try to get away.  And once they find you they like 
to bounce off of you as if perfecting their landing skills.  
Even attending the morning staff meeting is quite a sight 
with officers and NCOs talking tactics and intelligence while 
purple fly swatters swing maniacally through the air and 
loud “whaps” announce flies biting the dust.

Also, believe it or not, it’s actually starting to cool off a 
little over here.  The temperature usually hovers around 
110-115 these days – no more feeling like your head is in 
an oven turned to broiler while a fan is behind you blowing 
the hot air back in.  Now it feels like, like – well, when 
Soldiers start going home on leave this month to Maine 
they’ll need a parka and thick winter boots as soon as they 
land.  And for those going back to Arizona and Nevada, 
they’ll definitely need a sweater and maybe gloves.

Other than that, keep the letters and packages coming!  
We appreciate all of you, family, relatives and friends, 
taking the time to write and sending us boxes of goodies.  
Mail call is a big thing around here because it means so 
much.
And remember, there’s just a little under nine months left 
and then we’ll be home!

Take care.

The Axemen of HQ Platoon in Northern Kuwait

HQS PLATOON

SSG Stanley Hampton
Admin NCO
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman Historian”

WHOA! It’s only our bare-chested bandanna wearing 
XO, 1LT John Gates, wrapped in bandoleers of 5.56mm 
ammunition, armed with an M-4 and a Gerber, training 
like COMMANDO stalking PREDATOR…again.
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1ST PLATOON

Dear Friends and Family,

Well, we have reached the 100 day point in our stay 
here in Kuwait. It is a welcomed milestone in the 
deployment. At this point we have begun the Rest and 
Recuperation Leave process and our soldier’s are now 
able to take some well earned time away to recharge.

Right now things are very busy for all of us, which 
helps the days seem to go by faster. Your soldiers are 
representing you, the States of Maine, Nevada, and 
Arizona and the National Guard extremely well. A lot is 
asked of them and they are always there to step up and 
do what ever is needed of them.

I would ask that you keep the cards, letters, e-mails, 
and packages coming. My favorite part of each day is 
when I deliver the mail to soldiers just waking up or just 
getting back from a mission. They all look forward to 
anything that comes from home.

I would like to recognize Specialist Aaron Whittier for 
his outstanding accomplishments. Specialist Whittier
was selected as Alpha Company’s Soldier of the Quarter 
and represented the Company at the Battalion Soldier of 
the Quarter Board, where he was narrowly edged out, 
finishing in second place. Specialist Whittier is the 
embodiment of what it takes to be a soldier.

Take care of yourselves as you prepare for the coming 
winter (can’t say that I’m going to miss it). And use the 
Family Support Program and Family Assistance Centers if 
there is anything that you need, they are their for your 
benefit. 

Until next time,

JOHN C. MARTIN
SFC, USA
1st Platoon PLT Sergeant
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 15”

Alpha Company “Soldier of the Quarter”
SPC Aaron Whittier
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2nd PLATOON
Hi family and friends,

2nd platoon is doing very well at this stage of the game. 
Leave has just started; we have recently had CPL Michael 
Harrington go on leave and return.  It is a very good energy 
boost for the soldiers.  They get to talk about what they did 
on leave to their buddies and everyone listens with 
enthusiasm.  For example, CPL Harrington told us all about 
his 10 skydiving jumps and how awesome it was.  It was 
worth a couple real good story telling sessions.  It’s the 
simple things that get us through our day to day job like a 
real good story.

The men of 2nd platoon have become very proficient at 
their jobs.  The platoon holds sustainment training in medical 
classes known as CLS (Combat Life Saver).  In the classes, 
they learn how to give an IV to there battle buddy, and 
control serious bleeding.  Medical classes are essential but 
the platoon has also held classes on quick recovery methods 
and basic tire changing drills.

Along with sustainment training, the men are continuing to 
make modifications to their trucks that best supports there 
efforts on the road.  We are trying to make our job as simple 
as possible, while continuing to develop ourselves for the 
better.  The men very much take ownership in there trucks, 
for they have had to do many upgrades themselves.  Just 
about every driver can tell you what every little sputter or 
knock is in his truck.  The trucks were very old when we got 
them and are in better shape now then when we received 
them.

2nd platoon has been a couple men down for the first 
three months of the operation.  But, now we have two knew 
Soldiers, PFC Eric Gray and SPC Nicholas Theriault.  
They hit the ground running; we gave them the classes they 
needed to go on mission, and sent them right out.  They are 
doing a fine job.  They both belong to 3rd squad in 2nd 
platoon.  Their arrival is much appreciated, and their truck 
commanders have taken them right in and shown them the 
ropes.

The weather has started to change here for the better.  It 
is finally cooling off, just 100 degrees and not 120 during the 
day.  At night it can get down to the 70’s, which is very nice.  
The cooling temps, sure makes the job easier.  The men are 
very much looking forward to the rain season.  Sounds funny 
doesn’t it, well we haven’t seen rain in three months.  Like I 
said it’s the simple things that get us through, like a drop of 
rain or a letter from a loved one.

2nd platoon is doing very well, the men are motivated and 
ready to do this job and come home to their families.

Below are some pictures of 2nd Platoon soldiers taken over 
the course of last month.  Enjoy.

Until next time.

1LT H. Michael Gary
2nd Platoon PLT Leader
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 20”

SGT Guy Marquis looks over an M1117 while awaiting 
departure on his next mission.
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CPL Ralph Bartman . . . Preparing to go out on mission 
and shaving the “ol’ fashion way”.

SPC Neal Coughlin sits on top of his HMMWV while he 
waits for his convoy to SP.

SPC Wade Walker enjoys a relaxing moment while he 
waits for his mission departure.

Taking in the sites near The Sumerian Ziggurat at Ur 
are from left to right: SPC Wade Walker, SGT Paul 
Woodman, and SPC Nathan Williams.
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AXEMAN 30 BAGHDAD BLOG

TRICK OR TREAT!!!

Q: Why is a haunted handkerchief so scary???
A: Because it has boogers…=)…

Now that I have your attention, it’s almost time for 
Halloween in the desert and we’re still focused on our 
duties.  Within the past month, we’ve accomplished 
various missions such as “adopt a highway” program, 
the Bitumen missions, and our never ending convoy 
security missions across the border.

We can’t thank you enough for the care packages 
and letters we’ve been receiving especially the candies 
for Halloween; we’ll definitely try to avoid a trip to the 
dentist.  

A few of the soldiers have started their leave and I 
know that we’re all excited to take a break from our 
work.  

This month’s newsletter comments come from our 
1st SQD frontline heroes regarding their experiences 
thus far and how much we miss/love our family.

God bless and thanks again for the thoughts and 
prayers, Happy Halloween!!!

2LT Rommel M. Ferrer
3rd Platoon PLT LDR
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 30”

3rd PLATOON

1st Squad

Well, at least the temperature’s cooled off; it’s now 
in the low 100s.  Unfortunately, the flies are 
horrendous.  I can’t wait to see my beautiful wife 
Heidi and my son Elijah again.  Thanks to everyone 
for the FRG care packages. Happy Halloween!

From SSG Deal, Johnny
(3rd PLT, 1st Sqd.)

Thanks to newer technology made available, we are now 
able to stay in contact with loved ones back home.  Depending 
on the mission, there’s a possibility that we may be able to call 
or email. I would like to thank my family for all their support.
Happy Halloween to Alicia, Connor, and Emily. Love, Dad
.
From SGT Ford, Colby
(3rd PLT, 1st Sqd.)

SSG Johnny Deal (center) relaxing in some shade with his 
squad on a recent Bitumen Mission.

SGT Colby Ford is ready to roll as TC 
(Truck Commander).
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Keeping busy is the key to make time fly by.  It’s 
been 3 months and it seems that we have only been 
away from home for a couple of weeks making our one 
year deployment not feel as long.

From SGT Thompson, Jared
(3rd PLT, 1st Sqd.)

SSG Johnny Deal (left) and SGT Jared Thompson (right) 
inspecting weapons on a recent Bitumen Mission.

Members of 3rd Platoon preparing to depart on a night mission.  Pictured 
are:  SGT Jason Lashley, SGT Jared Thompson, SSG Johnny Deal, SGT 
Colby Ford, SPC Saintil Doree, SPC Nathaniel McDougal, SPC Daniel Cruz, 
and SPC Brian Green.  Photo by: SFC Douglas Perez.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
1st Squadron, 221st Cavalry

6400 N. Range Road
Las Vegas, Nevada 89009

October is now behind us here at Camp Navistar, and 
the spirit of the cavalry lives on in 4th Platoon, Alpha 
Company, 1-121 FA.  Meanwhile, the 1-221 CAV, 
“NEVER BROKEN”, continue to drive forward the 
mechanisms that make our missions successful.

This month was launched with a new mile marker…
Leave!  A few Alpha Company troops have begun to go 
on leave, as well as some from the rest of the battalion, 
and those who have gone could not have left fast enough, 
as you can imagine.  It can be expected that there will be 
at least 12 Blackhorse brothers on leave during the 
course of any given month from now until the end of 
Spring 2007.

In other news, SPC John Randall was promoted to 
Sergeant, and SSG Justin Harris was selected as the 
Alpha Company 1-121st FA Battalion “NCO of the 
Quarter.  A truly outstanding NCO that represented the 
Company well.

Until next month.

1LT Frederick Garcia
4th Platoon PLT LDR
Company A, 1-121st FA BN (SECFOR)
“Axeman 40” a.k.a. “Ghostrider 40”

4th PLATOON

Alpha Company “NCO of the Quarter”

SSG Justin Harris
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Closing Shots
Below are some more photos taken during the past month that we’d like to share with everyone back home.  Enjoy.

Early morning convoy SSG Richard Janise receives a Commander’s Coin 
from LTG R. Steven Whitcomb, 3rd Army USARCENT 
(U.S. Army Central) Coalition Forces Land Component 
Command (CFLCC) Commander, for outstanding 
performance as Convoy Escort Commander

1LT Fredrick Garcia (left) and 2LT Rommel Ferrer
(right) helping to carry the weight of the company on 
their backs.

“Wild Horseman Rides Again” or “Wild Camelman
Rides Again”?  Axeman 221 CAV soldier, SPC Robert 
Dallenbach, has some fun riding a camel while waiting 
his turn on the firing line at the weapons range.
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Closing Shots (continued)

Sergeant Major of the Army Kenneth O. PrestonSergeant Major of the Army, Kenneth O. Preston, stops 
by during his recent visit for a picture with some 
Axemen NCOs.  From left to right are:  1SG Paul 
Eubank, SFC Scott Poulin, MSG James Foreman, SMA 
Kenneth O. Preston, and SSG Jason Liss.

CSM Robert Brown doing his impersonation of . . . ? 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s “Terminator” . . . Sylvester 
Stallon’s “Rambo” . . . or Clint Eastwood’s “Dirty 
Harry”.

Soldiers from the 594th Transportation BN and their 
Alpha Company Axemen Convoy Escorts conducting 
their ritual pre-movement prayer following their 
Convoy Briefing.
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